
SUGAR ACT
The Sugar Act of 1764 
was a British law aimed at 
raising revenue from the 
American colonies by 
imposing taxes on sugar and 
molasses, significantly 
impacting colonial trade and 
contributing to the 
American Revolution.
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TEA ACT
The Tea Act of 1773 was a British law that gave 
the East India Company a monopoly on selling the 
tea to the colonist for a less expensive price.  The 
colonists, and especially the Sons of Liberty, 
boycotted tea from Britain to show solidarity in 
opposition to taxation without representation. 

The Sons of Liberty dressed up as Native 
Americans and boarded the ship, breaking apart the 
crates of tea and dumping them into the harbor, 
causing the Boston Tea Party.  As a result, King 
George III imposed the Intolerable (Coercive) Acts, 
shutting down the harbor, forcing the colonists to 
pay for the tea, instilling military rule and 
prohibiting the colonists from meeting.
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STAMP ACT
The Stamp Act required colonists 
to pay taxes on paper goods such 
as playing cards, legal documents, 
newspapers, diplomas, and 
contracts.  The tax helped to pay 
for the debt from the French and 
Indian War.  The colonists 
eventually rallied and eventually 
formed the Stamp Act Congress 
for unity and the act was 
repealed.
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https://history.org/primary-content/the-stamp-act/


TOWNSHEND ACT

The Townshend Acts were 
named after Charles 
Townshend, member of 
the British Parliament.  
The Act taxed the 
colonists on lead, glass, 
paper, paint and tea.
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https://history.org/primary-content/the-townshend-acts/

